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1. Jesus is baptised and tempted
In the New Testament, we find a story that is very special for

1

Christians. The story tells us that when Jesus was eight days old, Mary

2

and Joseph travelled to the holy city of Jerusalem. They walked up the

3

hill with their little baby boy. They walked higher and higher up to the

4

holiest Jewish place in the world. They walked to the Temple.

5

According to the story in the New Testament, Mary and Joseph

6

brought with them a pair of birds to sacrifice to God in the Temple.

7

This was the Jewish custom. When they had finished making their

8

sacrifice, Mary and Joseph prepared to return home to Nazareth with

9

Jesus. But as Mary stood in the Temple, something very strange 10
happened. An old man stopped Mary and asked if he could hold her 11
baby. The old man, who was called Simeon, said to Mary that this was 12
the happiest day of his life. Simeon said that he was happy because he 13
had seen the Messiah promised by God. Simeon said that he had been 14
waiting many years to see this little baby. Now that he had seen the 15
baby, he could die a happy man. What could he mean?

16

Simeon prayed. Then he said, “This child will bring light to the whole 17
world, not just to the Jews.” Mary already knew that her baby was 18
special, but she kept what the man had said a secret.
3
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1

There is only one more story in the New Testament about Jesus’s

2

childhood. In the story, when Jesus was twelve years old, Mary and

3

Joseph travelled with other relatives to visit the Temple. They took the

4

twelve-year-old Jesus with them. They were already on their way back

5

home when they realised that Jesus was not with them! They panicked.

6

Where on earth could Jesus be? They went back to Jerusalem. They

7

searched frantically in the Temple. You will remember that Jews believed

8

the Temple symbolised the place where God lived among his people.

9

There, in the Temple, they found him. They found

10

discussing the Bible with wise Jewish men.

11

When Mary told Jesus that

12

they had been looking

13

for him, Jesus replied

14

replied, “Why did you

15

have to look for me?

16

Didn’t you know that

17

I would be in my

18

father’s house?”

A seventeenth-century German artist, Jan
Steel, painted this scene. The painting is
called, The Child Jesus in the Temple.

4

Jesus quietly

Jesus grew up with Mary and Joseph in Nazareth. In the New Testament,

1

we read of people calling him Jesus of Nazareth. When Jesus was thirty,

2

he left his hometown of Nazareth and walked to the River Jordan. There,

3

by the river, a large crowd had gathered. The large crowd was listening to a

4

man speaking. The man was called John. Do you remember the story of

5

Mary visiting her cousin Elizabeth? John was the son of Elizabeth. This

6

meant that John and Jesus were cousins.

7

On the banks of the Jordan, John was telling people that they must

8

prepare for the one who would come from God. They needed to prepare

9

for this special person by being washed in the river Jordan. This was called 10
being baptised. John said that being baptised showed God that they were 11
truly sorry for their sins and wanted to be forgiven. Some people called 12
this man John the Baptist. John told them that the special one from God 13
would come very soon.

14

This twenty-first-century
painting shows John
baptising Jesus. The painting
was painted in Cameroon.

5

1

As John was speaking, he saw Jesus walking towards him. Jesus was the

2

special one that John had been talking about. John pointed to Jesus and

3

said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world!”

4

Jesus walked up to John and asked to be baptised. At first, John said,

5

“No.” John said that Jesus should baptise him! But then John agreed, and

6

the two men went down into the water. When Jesus was coming up out of

7

the water, a white dove flew down and landed on him. Then, a voice from

8

heaven said, “This is my son. I am very pleased with him.”

6

This is a painting by a fifteenth-century
artist called Leonardo da Vinci.

Immediately after Jesus’s baptism by John in the Jordan, Jesus walked

1

into the desert. Sometimes the desert is called the wilderness. In the New

2

Testament story, we read that Jesus was all by himself in the wilderness for

3

forty days and forty nights. Jesus did not eat and did not drink for forty

4

days. He must have felt very hungry, weak and tired.

5

While he was there, the devil came to Jesus. The devil tried to tempt

6

Jesus three times. At first, the devil tempted Jesus to turn stones into bread

7

so that he could eat. Jesus said “No”. The devil then said that if Jesus was

8

really the Messiah, the special one, he could do something special to prove

9

it. He could throw himself off the Temple, and if he was really the

10

Messiah, God would protect him. Jesus still said, “No”. Then the devil

11

came to Jesus yet again, and tempted him a third time. This time, the devil

12

said that if Jesus would worship him instead of God, then he would give

13

Jesus all the kingdoms of the world!

Again, Jesus said, “No”.

14

Jesus said that only

15

God was to be

16

worshipped.

17

This is a painting by a nineteenth-century
Russian artist called Ivan Kramskoi. The
painting is called Christ in the Desert.

7

2. The disciples and the
Sermon on the Mount
1

After the events you read about in the last chapter, Jesus started to tell

2

people that a new kingdom was coming. This was the kingdom of

3

God. Many wondered what he meant. Jesus left Nazareth and began

4

to travel through the region of Galilee. He went to live in Capernaum

5

(cap-ur-nay-um). Find Capernaum on the map on Page 9.

6

In one New Testament story, we read that Jesus went walking beside

7

the Sea of Galilee. The Sea wasn’t far from Capernaum and was

8

very calm and warm. It was called a sea, but really it was more like a

9

large lake. As Jesus sat by the shore, he could see two men throwing a

10

net into the lake to catch fish.

11

These two fishermen were brothers. The brothers’ names were

12

Andrew and Simon. Jesus called to them, “Come and follow me. I will

13

send you out to fish for people!” Andrew and Simon left their fishing

14

nets and became followers of Jesus. Then Jesus saw two more brothers

15

who were preparing their fishing nets. These brothers were called

16

James and John. Jesus called to them, too. James and John left their

17

fishing boat and followed Jesus. Jesus now had four followers. We call

18

these followers the disciples of Jesus.
8

●

Caesarea Philippi

GALILEE
Capernaum ●
Cana
Jesus’s hometown was
Nazareth. Nazareth was in
the region called Galilee.
Jesus spent much of his life
in Galilee.

Jesus spent time around the
Sea of Galilee. Jesus was
baptised by John in the river
Jordan. Jesus also travelled
through Samaria where the
Samaritans lived.

● Bethany

ARABIA

9

Jesus was born in Bethlehem. He
had friends who lived in Bethany.
Jesus travelled several times to
the Temple in Jerusalem.

1

But why did Jesus leave Nazareth? Wasn’t Nazareth his hometown? Yes it

2

was. But something happened in Nazareth and Jesus left in a hurry!

3

One day, Jesus went to the synagogue where Jewish people would meet to

4

read the Hebrew Bible. As you already know, for the Jews, the Hebrew

5

Bible was sacred. Jesus stood up and unrolled the scroll. Jesus read these

6

words from the Jewish prophet called Isaiah (eye-zigh-ah).

The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and
to give sight to the blind,
and to set people free
who are oppressed.

7

Then Jesus rolled up the scroll, handed it back and sat down. Everyone in

8

the synagogue stared at him. Their eyes fixed on him, they waited to hear

9

why he had read the words of Isaiah. Jesus then said, “Today, the words

10 of the prophet Isaiah have come true.” What do you think he meant?
11 The people in the synagogue were horrified. They were also very angry.
12 This prophecy was about the anointed one! The prophecy was about the
13 Messiah! They took Jesus to the edge of a hill so that they could throw
14 him off the cliff. But Jesus escaped.
10

10

This is why Jesus went from place to place, town to town. Jesus did not have

1

a home anymore. He travelled around Galilee with his disciples. One day,

2

Jesus saw a man with a crowd of people lining up to pay their taxes. The

3

Jewish people hated paying taxes because the money went to the Roman

4

Empire. Jewish people did not want to be ruled by the Romans.

5

The man collecting the taxes was called

6

Matthew. Matthew was Jewish.

7

Matthew was collecting taxes for

8

the Romans! Tax collectors

9

were hated by the Jews

10

because they worked for the

11

hated Romans. Jews avoided

12

tax collectors. They would not have

13

food with them, nor visit their houses.

14

Jews believed that tax collectors were very

15

wicked and sinful. So what Jesus did next left the Jews amazed. He walked

16

past the crowd and right up to Matthew the tax collector! Jesus looked at

17

him and and said, “Follow me.” Matthew got up and followed Jesus.

18

That night, Jesus was having dinner with his disciples ... but, this time, in

19

Matthew’s house! Many Jewish people were shocked. They said, “Why does

20

he eat with a tax collector?” When Jesus heard them, he said something very

21

strange. Jesus said, “It is not healthy people who need a doctor, but the sick.

22

I have not come to be with people who think that they are already good

23

people but to be with people who are sinners.”

24
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1

Crowds soon began to follow Jesus. One day, he walked up a mountainside

2

and sat down. The people following him sat down too, and Jesus began to

3

teach them.

4

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

5

Blessed are those who show mercy, for they will be shown mercy.

6

Blessed are peacemakers, for they will be called the children of God.

7

Blessed are those who are persecuted for doing the right thing,

8

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

9

Jesus said that even though they were going through very hard times, some

10

people were blessed by God. Nowadays, Christians usually call the sayings of

11

Jesus that begin with the word ‘Blessed’, Beatitudes.

12

The people listened to Jesus as he said things that they had never heard

13

before. The kinds of things that he was saying would have sounded very new.

14

Some sayings might have sounded beautiful. Some sayings would have made

15

the people think very hard. Jesus said,

16

“You have heard people say an eye for an eye. But I say, if anyone

17

slaps you on the right cheek, turn the other cheek also.

18

You have heard people say to love your neighbour and hate your enemy.

19

I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who treat you badly.”

20

“When you give to those in need, do not tell everyone.

21

Instead, give in secret. Then your Father in heaven who sees

22

what is done in secret will reward you.”
12

Many in the crowd had never heard someone teach like this before. Jesus

1

was saying things that were new. One of his disciples asked Jesus, “How

2

should we pray?” Jesus responded to his question with this prayer. It is

3

sometimes called the Lord’s Prayer or the Our Father.

4

“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

5

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

6

Give us this day our daily bread.

7

And forgive use our trespasses,*

8

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

9

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

10

The crowd listened carefully. Jesus was telling them to forgive people who 11
had done wrong things to them. Could this even include the Romans?!

12

Jesus added,

13
“If you forgive people when they sin against you,

14

your heavenly Father will forgive you.

15

But if you do not forgive others,

16

your heavenly Father will also not forgive you.”

17

“And do not store up treasures for yourself on earth.

18

Treasures can be destroyed or stolen by thieves. But store up

19

treasures in heaven which can’t be destroyed or stolen.”

20

* trespass means to sin

13

1

“Do not worry about your life,” Jesus said.

2

“Do not worry about what you will eat or what you will wear.

3

Your life is more important than the food you eat or the clothes you wear.

4

Look at the birds of the air. The birds do not worry about where

5

their food comes from because their heavenly Father feeds them.

6

Are you more valuable than the birds?

7

Can any one of you add a single hour to life by worrying?

8

Instead, seek first God’s kingdom and these other things you will have.”

9

“Do not judge people, or you will be judged. Why look at the little speck of dust

10

in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank of wood in your eye?”

11

When Jesus finished, the people were amazed at his teaching. When Jesus

12

taught, he was not reading from a book. Jesus was not asking for their opinion.

13

Jesus was speaking as if he was in command. Jesus was speaking with

14

authority. The day on the mountain where Jesus said these things is called the

15

Sermon on the Mount.

14

3. The miracles of Jesus
At the time Jesus lived, people with a sickness called leprosy (lep-russ-see)

1

were treated very badly. People with leprosy were known as lepers (lep-erz).

2

It was commonly thought that people caught leprosy because they had done

3

something sinful. People were also afraid of catching leprosy and they would

4

often run away from lepers if they saw one. Often lepers were forced to live

5

outside a settlement in their own leper communities, far away from others.

6

One story in the New Testament concerns Jesus and a leper. This is what

7

happened…

8
When Jesus came down
from

the

9

mountainside 10

after the Sermon on the 11
Mount,

the

crowds 12

followed him as usual. 13
One man pushed through 14
the crowd and knelt in 15
front of Jesus.

16

The man was a leper. As he was on his knees, the leper looked up at Jesus 17
and said, “If you choose to, you can make me clean.” The crowd would 18
have been thinking, “Don’t touch him, Jesus!” The crowd watched. They 19
wanted to see what Jesus would do. Would Jesus tell him to go away? Would 20
Jesus run away? No. Reaching out to touch the leper, Jesus said, “Be clean.” 21
Straightaway, the man was healed of his leprosy.
15

22

1

The New Testament is full of stories showing Jesus doing things which ordinary

2

humans cannot do. In the story of the leper, Jesus healed the leper just by

3

touching him. Many other stories show Jesus using this special power to do

4

things which are not normally possible. These powerful things that Jesus did are

5

known as miracles. Let us learn some more miracle stories.

6

The wedding at Cana

7

Jesus’s first miracle was at a wedding. Jesus and his mother had been invited to a

8

wedding in the town of Cana (kay-nah). Cana was not far from Nazareth. The

9

disciples of Jesus were also there. A Jewish wedding would last for days and

10

there would be singing and dancing, laughter and wine.

11

And then, the wine began to run out.

12

Jesus’s mother, Mary, said to him, “They have

13

no more wine.” Mary turned to the servants

14

and said, “Do what he tells you.”

15

Jesus told the servants to bring six big stone

16

jars. Jesus said to fill each jar with water. The

17

servants filled the jars all the way to the top.

18

Then Jesus said, “Take some out and take it to

19

the chief servant for him to taste it.” So they

20

took some of the water to him. When the chief

21

servant tasted it, he said to the bridegroom:

22

“Everyone serves the fine wine first, and then

23

the cheap wine after the guests are drunk. But

24

you have saved the fine wine until now!”
16

The New Testament tells stories in which Jesus gave sight to blind people

1

and hearing to deaf people. Each time Jesus performed a miracle, news

2

would spread. More and more people came to see and hear him.

3

The healing of the paralysed man

4

Jesus was in the town of Capernaum, when

5

news spread that he was in a particular house.

6

A crowd soon gathered. Some men arrived

7

carrying a friend who could not walk, but

8

they could not get through the huge crowd to

9

get inside the house! Then one of them had a 10
clever idea. They climbed onto the roof and 11
made an opening, lowering their friend on his 12
mat all the way down into the house. Jesus 13
saw the paralysed man and the faith of his 14
friends. He said to the paralysed man, “Your 15
sins are forgiven.”

16

Now some teachers of the Jewish law heard 17
this and became angry. They thought to 18
themselves, “How can he forgive sins? Only 19
God can forgive sins!” But Jesus knew what 20
they were thinking and he said, “Is it easier to say to a paralysed man ‘Your 21
sins are forgiven’ or to say ‘Get up and walk’? I want you to know that the 22
Son of Man has authority to forgive sins.” Jesus then turned to the paralysed 23
man and said, “Take your mat and go home.” The man got up, rolled up his 24
mat and walked out.

25
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1

The feeding of the five thousand

2

Crowds followed Jesus wherever he went. Jesus healed their sick and taught

3

them. One day, everyone forgot how late it was. Jesus’s disciples came to

4

him and said that because the day was nearly over, he should send them all

5

away to buy food in nearby villages. Jesus replied, “You can give them

6

something to eat.” But the disciples did not have any food.

7

A young boy then brought some food to Jesus. All he had were five small

8

loaves of bread and two fish. Jesus looked up to heaven and said a blessing

9

over the loaves and fishes. He broke the loaves and gave them to his

10

disciples. He told the disciples to hand out the loaves. The disciples went to

11

the crowd and began to hand out the loaves and fishes.

12

The disciples kept on handing out the food. They gave more and more food

13

to more and more people. Where was it all coming from? There were only

14

five loaves and two fish! When everyone had eaten, the disciples began to

15

collect the scraps. They managed to collect twelve baskets of leftovers.

16

On that day, there

17

were

18

thousand people in the

19

crowd, and yet they

20

were all fed with just

21

five loaves and two

22

fish. The miracle is

23

known as the feeding

24

of the five thousand.

over

five

18

The raising of Lazarus

1

Martha and Mary were

2

sisters. They knew Jesus

3

very

and

4

Martha lived in the village

5

of

Bethany with their

6

brother Lazarus. One

7

day, the sisters sent a

8

message to Jesus that their

9

brother, Lazarus, was very

10

sick.

11

But soon it was too late.

12

When Martha heard that

13

Jesus

to

14

Bethany, she went and

15

met him and told him that

16

Lazarus had died and

17

been buried. She then said

18

to Jesus, “If you had been

19

here, my brother would

20

not have died.”

21

well.

Jesus

was

Mary

coming

replied,

“Your

brother will rise again.”
19

22
23

1

Martha said, “I know that he

2

will rise. He will rise at the

3

resurrection of the dead, at

4

the end of time.” Jesus said, “I

5

am the resurrection and the life.

6

Whoever believes in me, even if

7

he dies, will never die. Do you

8

believe this?” Martha replied,

9

“Yes, Lord.”

10

Jesus then asked Martha and

11

Mary, “Where have you laid

12

him?” The two sisters took him

13

to the tomb of Lazarus. It was a

14

cave with a stone laid across the

15

entrance.

16

away!” Jesus said. Everyone was

17

shocked. “But he’s been in there

18

for four whole days!” said

19

Martha. “He will smell by

20

now!” But they did what Jesus

21

had said and took away the

22

stone. Jesus prayed and loudly

23

called, “Lazarus, come out!”

24

The dead man came out alive,

25

covered in his grave clothes.

“Take

the

stone

People at this time wound strips of clothes around
dead bodies before placing them in a tomb or grave.

Vincent van Gogh painted this in 1890. The painting is
called The Raising of Lazarus.

This painting is called The Resurrection of Lazarus. It
was painted in Athens in the twelfth or thirteenth
century.

20

4. The parables of Jesus
In the New Testament stories, we read of people constantly asking Jesus questions!

1

Sometimes, Jesus would answer a question with a story. Let’s hear one of Jesus’

2

stories. This story is called the Good Samaritan.

3

One day, a Jewish man was travelling from

4

Jerusalem to Jericho. Robbers jumped on

5

him, beat him and stripped him of his

6

clothes. The robbers left him half-dead by

7

the side of the road.

8

A Jewish priest was going down the road

9

and saw the man lying there. The priest

10

crossed the road to avoid the wounded

11

man. Then an important Jewish man who

12

worked in the Temple came by. He, too,

13

ignored the injured man and crossed by on

14

the other side of the road.

15

Then a man from Samaria passed by. This

16

Samaritan man stopped. He got off his

17

donkey. He bandaged the man’s wounds.

18

Then he put the man on his own donkey

19

and took him to an inn. The Samaritan

20

told the innkeeper to look after the injured

21

man. The Samaritan promised to pay for

22

whatever the injured man needed.

23

21

1

Why did Jesus tell this story? To understand this, we need to know what

2

question Jesus was asked. Jesus told the story in response to a question.

3

People followed Jesus wherever he went. Some wanted to hear him teach.

4

Some wanted healing from disease. Some were not sure about Jesus and

5

wanted to ask him questions. The story of the Good Samaritan was an

6

answer to one Jewish man’s question. This man knew the Jewish law. He

7

knew the stories of the Jewish prophets. He was trying to test whether Jesus

8

knew the Jewish law. So he asked Jesus, “What do I need to do to have

9

eternal life?” Jesus replied by asking him a question. “What is written in

10

the Jewish law?” The man replied, “Love God with all your heart and love

11

your neighbour as you love yourself.” Jesus said to him, “Correct! Do this

12

and you will have eternal life.” The man then asked Jesus, “But who is my

13

neighbour?” The Jewish man was really asking Jesus, must I love everyone?

14

Jesus knew this and that is why he told the Good Samaritan story. Jews

15

and Samaritans hated each other and avoided each other. Yet who was it

16

in Jesus’s story who helped the injured Jewish man? A Samaritan. A

17

Samaritan had turned out to the Jewish man’s neighbour.

18

“Who is my neighbour?” the man had asked. Jesus’s story had answered

19

his question, but not in the way that the man had expected.
The story of the Good
Samaritan has inspired
art all over the world.

22

This carving is from St
Paul’s Church in Halifax,
Novia Scotia in Canada.
It is by Samuel Nixon
who made it in 1840.
Which four people in
the story has the artist
shown?

Jesus’s stories were not ordinary stories. The stories Jesus told were about

1

God and about how people should live. Christians call these stories

2

parables (pa-ra-bulls). A parable is a story that has a deeper meaning. Let’s

3

hear another parable of Jesus.

4

Christians call this the parable of the

Prodigal Son.

5
A man had two sons. The younger

6

son said to his father, “Father, give

7

me my share of the property that is

8

coming to me.” So the father divided

9

his property between his two sons.

10

The younger son went off on a 11
journey to another country to have a 12
good time. While he was there, the 13
younger

son

spent

his

father’s 14

property on nothing but enjoying 15
himself. The son spent everything! 16
When he had nothing left, the son 17
found that he was living in a country 18
suffering from a severe famine. The 19
son had nothing left and so he hired 20
himself out to feed pigs. He was 21
starving so badly that he even looked 22
at the pigs’ food and wanted to eat it!

23

23

1

Then the son stopped to think. He said

2

to himself, “My father’s servants have

3

enough to eat but here am I, starving

4

with hunger!” He thought about what

5

he had done. He said to himself, “I’ll go

6

back to my father and tell him that I

7

have sinned. I’ve sinned against God

8

and against him. I’ll tell him that I don’t

9

deserve to be called his son anymore.”

10

So the son began the journey back to his

11

father’s house. He knew what he was

12

going to say but he didn’t know whether

13

his father would take him back. Yet

14

when the son was still a long way off, his

15

father saw him and loved him. He ran to

16

his son and hugged him! The son said to

17

his father, “I do not deserve to be called

18

your son anymore.” But his father

19

ordered his servants to bring the best

20

robe for his son, to bring a ring for his

21

finger and shoes for his feet. He even

22

ordered a specially fattened calf to be

23

killed so that they could celebrate with a

24

feast! Overjoyed, he said, “My son had

25

been lost, and now he is found!”
24

Every parable Jesus told had a deeper meaning. Let’s read one more of

1

Jesus’s parables. This is the parable of the Lost Sheep.

2

If a man had a hundred sheep, and

3

lost one of them, wouldn’t he leave

4

the ninety-nine and go after the one

5

that was lost? Wouldn’t he want to

6

find it? When he has found the lost

7

sheep, he carries it on his shoulders,

8

and is so happy. When he comes

9

home, he calls together his friends

10

and family, saying to them, ‘Everyone

11

be happy like me! For I have found

12

my lost sheep!’

13

“I tell you,” Jesus said, “there is more

14

joy in heaven over one sinner who

15

repents, than over ninety-nine good

16

people who do not need to repent.”

17

Often, when people came to hear Jesus, they brought their children as well.

18

One day, Jesus’s disciples tried to send the children away. The disciples

19

thought that Jesus would be annoyed at people bringing their children to

20

him, but Jesus was annoyed with his disciples! Jesus said to them, “Let the

21

little children come to me and do not stop them. For the kingdom of God

22

belongs to them as well.”

23
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5. The transfiguration of Jesus
1

You know already that Jesus was Jewish. Jesus lived in a Jewish world. For

2

Jewish

3

Moses and Elijah. You know from your study of Judaism how Moses led

4

Israel out of slavery in Egypt and met with God on Mount Sinai. You know

5

how Moses gave God’s law to the Jewish people, including the Ten

6

Commandments. Elijah was a Jewish prophet, a messenger of God. Elijah

7

also went up to Mount Sinai.

8

Did you notice the mountains in these stories? We often find mountains in

9

religious stories. Why do you think that might be?

people,

two

important

men

in

their

stories

were

This is a painting on the ceiling
of a Russian church.
The painting is called The
Transfiguration of Jesus.
How can you tell which person
is Moses, the giver of God’s
law to the Jewish people?
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In the Old Testament, the tops of mountains were often a location for the

1

appearance of God. We will now learn a New Testament mountain story.

2

One day, Jesus started to walk up a mountain. He had taken with him three

3

of his closest disciples: Peter, James and John. They began to climb

4

Jesus took them higher and higher up the mountainside.

5

When they reached the top, Jesus’s face was

6

shining with a strange, new brightness.

7

His clothes were now the whitest

8

white that they had ever seen.

9

They were like light.

10

Jesus’s normal appearance as a man wearing normal clothes had been

11

transfigured. Jesus had been transfigured into someone who shone very

12

brightly. Then, while his three disciples were watching, two other men

13

appeared. This was very strange. Jesus had walked up the mountain with

14

only his three disciples. Who could these other two men be? Where on

15

earth had they come from? One of the men was Moses and the other man

16

was the prophet Elijah. As the disciples watched, Moses and Elijah began

17

talking with Jesus. Look carefully at the painting on Page 26 and see if you

18

can work out who each of the six people are.

19

Peter had never seen anything like this before! Peter knew this was a special

20

moment. He even decided that he wanted to build three little shrines on the

21

mountain: one for Jesus, one for Moses and one for Elijah.

22
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28

This is a painting of the Transfiguration from a
28
Byzantine church. It was painted in around 1200.

Peter was still speaking when a bright

1

cloud came over them all. Then a

2

voice in the cloud said, “This is my

3

beloved son. Listen to him.”

4

The disciples fell down on their faces

5

and looked at the ground. They were

6

terrified! First they had walked up a

7

mountain

the

8

with

9

Moses and Elijah, and now a voice

10

was speaking from the clouds!

11

Then they heard Jesus’s voice. “Don’t

12

be afraid,” he said. Very slowly, the

13

disciples

heads,

14

wondering what they would see next.

15

But when they lifted up their eyes,

16

they saw only Jesus.

17

Jesus told them not to tell anyone

18

about what they had just seen. But

19

then

very

20

puzzling. Jesus said, “Do not tell

21

anyone until the Son of Man has been

22

brought back to life again.” What

23

could he mean? They did not know.

24

and
of

transfiguration
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lifted

Jesus

said

seen

up

Jesus

their

something

1

Jesus often said things that people found puzzling. Here is another

2

story from the New Testament in which Jesus said something new and

3

strange.

4

One day, Jesus was speaking to a crowd of people. He told them that

5

they were like sheep and that he was the shepherd. A shepherd looks

6

after his sheep. Jesus then added these puzzling words:

7

“I am the Good Shepherd. If the sheep are in danger, the good

8

shepherd will lay down his own life for the sheep. I will lay down my

9

life for my sheep.

10

shepherd. No one will take my life from me, I will choose to lay down

11

my own life.”

There will be one flock of sheep, and one

30

A twentieth-century Christian painting
from Cameroon showing Jesus as the
Good Shepherd with his flock.

This painting was found
underground in the city
of Rome. It was made by
Christians in the third
century. You can just
make out the sheep on
Jesus’s shoulder.
You have learned about
Christians in ancient
Rome in your history
lessons. Why would the
Christians have kept
their paintings of Jesus
underground at this
time?

This statue of Jesus as the Good
Shepherd was made in the fourth
century. Why do you think that
this statue, made a century after
the painting above, is above
ground? What had happened in
Rome that meant Christians could
now worship openly? (Remember
the Emperor Constantine.)
Why do you think that Christians
in the early fourth century might
have found the idea of Jesus as
the Good Shepherd very helpful
and thought-provoking?
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6. Why are these stories important
for Christians?
1

The baptism story shows Christians how they

2

should turn to God.

3

Christians believe that John the Baptist was the last

4

prophet. John the Baptist prepared the way for the

5

Messiah, the Christ. John said that being baptised was

6

how people could show God that they were sorry for

7

their sins and wanted to be forgiven. But why was Jesus

8

baptised if Christians believe that he did not sin? Jesus is

9

the example for Christians to follow. By being baptised,

10

Jesus showed how people should turn to God. Christians

11

believe that being baptised with water symbolises being

12

washed clean from sins.

13

The temptation story shows Christians that

14

Jesus understands being human.

15

Christians say that Jesus was tempted in the same way

16

that humans are tempted to do sinful things. But when

17

Jesus was tempted, he did not give in. He was hungry in

18

the wilderness, but he did not listen to the devil tempting

19

him to turn stones to bread. Jesus resisted the

20

temptation. This means that he fought against it.

21

Whenever Christians are tempted, they know that Jesus

22

understands because he was also tempted.
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The miracle stories show the

1

power of Jesus.

2

You will remember that the angel told

3

Mary that her boy would be called

4

Emmanuel, “God with us”. Christians

5

believe that Jesus was both fully

6

human and fully God. The miracles of

7

Jesus show Christians that he had the power of God. He could turn water

8

into wine. He could feed five thousand people with five loaves and two

9

fishes. He could heal people who were sick and had power over death. 10
Which of these miracles can you see in this painting from Cameroon?

11

Christians believe that Jesus did not just teach about God, but that he was 12
God, come into the world as a human. Christians believe the miracles of 13
Jesus prove that he was more than a human.
The parables teach Christians about God.

14
15

Jesus liked to tell a story. But the story was not the 16
main point. His parables taught people things 17
about God. The parable of the Good Samaritan 18
teaches that people should care for others, even 19
their enemies, in just the same way that they care

20

for themselves. The story of the Prodigal Son teaches Christians that God 21
will always welcome back a sinner who asks for forgiveness and returns 22
to God. The Lost Sheep teaches Christians that God is the father who will

23

never abandon his children, and that God will always go looking for his 24
children who are lost because he loves them.
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25

1

The Transfiguration story shows Jesus

2

connecting the Old and New Testaments.

3

We know that Jesus was Jewish. The Jewish law,

4

including the Ten Commandments, was given to the

5

Jewish people by Moses. Christians believe that Jesus

6

obeyed the law and kept every part of it. Christians

7

also believe that Jesus was the Messiah whom the Jews

8

were waiting for. The Messiah was prophesied by the

9

Jewish prophets like Elijah. In the story of the

10

transfiguration of Jesus, Moses and Elijah appeared

11

with him. Christians believe this shows that Jesus

12

brought together the Jewish law and the prophets.

13

They believe that Jesus is the end of the Old

14

Testament and the beginning of the New Testament.

15

The Good Shepherd story shows Jesus’s love

16

and care for his followers.

17

Christians have different titles for Jesus. The Good

18

Shepherd is one of these titles. They believe Jesus cares

19

for his sheep, and that his sheep follow him wherever

20

he goes. The Good Shepherd is different from an

21

ordinary shepherd because the Good Shepherd

22

sacrifices his own life for the sheep that he loves. We

23

will find out more about this in the next book when we

24

learn the Christian stories about Jesus’s death.
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